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The PRESIDENT iook the Chair at
430 p.m,, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1. Map
showing propesed voute of the Merredin-
Coolgardie seetion of the Transconti-
nental Railway. 2, Amendment of the
Goldfields Wafter Supply by-laws. 3,
By-laws of the Dumbleyung board of
health.

TRAMWAYS PURCHASE BILL
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Report presented.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS brought up the
report of the select committee appointed
to inquire into ihis Bill

Ordered, that the report be printed
and te be taken into consideration at the
Committee stage. '

QUESTION—MINISTERIAL RE-
PORT ON NORTH-WEST.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (for Hon. F.
Connor) asked the Colonial Seeretary:
Whether it is the intention of the (iov-
ernment to have the report of the Min-
ister for Works ou his recent visit to the
North-West and North printed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The report has already appeared
in the Press and it is not proposed te
give it any fnrther publicity.

{49]
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QUESTION-RAILWAY STATION
LAVATORIES, PERTH.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL {for Hon. F.
Conner) asked the Colonial Secretary:
Whether it is not considered necessary,
in the interests of the health and the com-
fort of the travelling publie, that the
obsolete, dirty, and unhealthy system of
sanitation and lavalories in the Perth
railway station be abolished with the
view of having more up-to-date aceom-
mosdation ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: I am not aware that the sanitary
and lavatory aecommodation at the Perth
railway station is as described by the
hon. gentleman. Certain additions to the
station buildings are contemplated, and

a connection with the sewerage scheme
will then be miade.

QUESTION--RAILWAY SERVICE,
WALGOORLIE-KAMBALLIE.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: What action has been
taken to provide a suitable train service
from Kalgoorlie to Kamballie via Boul-
der Block for the purpose of earrying
the mine workers to and from their em-
ployment 2

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: Thiz matier has had most eareful
consideration on many occasions. Con-
siderable expenditure would be necessary
in order to carry the proposal into effect,
and the traffic would uot be sufficient to
Justify sueh expenditure at the yresent
time, Tast year’s revenne from passen-
ger frafiic on the Boulder and Brown Hill

lines was much less than the expendi-
fure,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1. Health Act Amendment.
2. Methodist Church Property Trust,

Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments,

BILL—GAME,
Reyort of Committee adopted.
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BILL—PREVENTION OF CRUELTY
TO ANIMALS.

. In Committee.

Resumed from the 28th August; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Seefetary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 9—.J\Apprehension :

The CHAIRMAN: This Bill had been
recommitted for {he purpose of recon-
sidering Clauses 9 and 13. Progress had
been reported on Clause 9, to which an
amendment had been moved by Hon. J.
D. Connolly. “That in line 1 of Subclause
2 the word ‘justice’ be struck oul and
‘masristvate’ inserted in lien.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment was contrary to the law as
now established. Under Section 59 of
the .Justices Aect of 1902 o warrant could
he issued by a justice in connection with
the perpetration of any simple offence,
and a simple offence was defined as an
offence punishable on summary convie-
tion hefore a justice by a fine, imprison-
ment or otherwise. If the amendment
was carried the Committee wonld be mak-
ing a distinclion in the case of ecuelty
to animals, beeause in the case of ali
other simple offences the right to arrest
on warrant issued by a justice existed.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There was a large
extension of jurisdiction given in this
Bill, and a number of things were made
offenees which were not offences at the
present time. Members had pointed out
that in the administration of the law re-
lating to cruelty to animals there might
he well intentioned persons over-zealous
in their desire to punish offenders; and
while the amendment did not take away
from the justice the right to issue a war-
rant in a case where a constable was wit-
ness to the commission of an offence, it
did take away the right of the justice to
issne a warrant on the constable laying
information of an offence veported (o
him by somebody else. So far as other
offences were concerned under the Cus-
toms Aet, the Immigration Restrietion
Act. and in faet under all Federal mea-
sures where there was power given to
punish on summary eonvietion, the juris-
diction of justices of the peace was en-

{COUNCIL.]

tirely excluded, and none of these of-
fences could be f(ried except by a sti-
pendiary magistrate, He had no desire
to defame the great nunpaid of Western
Australia, There were just as capable
men amongst the honorary justices in
Western Australia as would be found
elsewhere throughout the Commonwenlth,
but justices did not exercise as clear and
careful judgment as a stipendiary magis-
trate. As for the statement of the Col-
onial Secretary, that the amendment
would he making a distinction between
offences under this Bill and all other
kinds of offences, the Bill already made
a distinetion between what magistrates
could do and what justices could do. No
doubt it would over-ride previous legisla-
tion. If not it would be another clear
indication of the intention of Parliament
that members of the police force must go
before magistrates before gefting these
warrants.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . 14
Noes 7
Majority for 7
AYES,
Hoo. E. M. Clarke Hon. A. G. Jenklns
Hon, H, P. Colebatch +Haon. R. J. Lynn
Hon. J. D. Connolly | Hon. M. L. Moss
Hon. J. Cornell Hen. W, Patrick
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hon. €. A, Plesse
Hon. 8ir J. W. Hackett |Hon. T. H. Wilding

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, C. McKenzle
! (Tellery.
NoEs.
Hon. R G. Ardegh Hon. D. G. Gawler
Hon. F. Davis Hon. B. ¢. 0'Brien
Hon. J. E. Dodd Houn. A. Sandelson
Hon. J. M. Drew (Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

Clavse as amended (also consequent-
ially) agreed to.
Clanse 13—Killing of animals:

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Although the
powers in Subclause 2 seemed extensive,
it was safe cnough, because the animal
was not to be destroved until an order
was obtained from a justice or with the
eonsent of the owner. No justice would



[3 Sepremser, 1912.]

cater inlo an inquiry unless the owner of
the animal were present, so the owner
would he able te proteet himself suffi-
ciently.

Clause put and passed,

Bill again reported with amendments.

BILL — FREMANTLE -KALGOOR-
LIE (MERREDIN-COOLGARDIE
SECTION) RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 27th Angust,

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH (East): I
do not intend to speak at auny length in
regard to tlis Bill. My object in speak-
ing at all is rather to seek for information
than to offer criticism. I think we must
all be impressed with the idea that this is
rather a novel form of procedure. Pro-
hably not sinee the Coolgardie Water
Scheme Bill was introdnced to Parliament
lhas a measure of equal importanee to
this been submitted, and yet in this ecase
we do not have the main prineiple sub-
mitted to Parliament for diseussion, but
we have some small portton of the work
placed hefore us, and we are asked to pass
1his stnall poriion of the work without
any consideration whatever or diseussion
as to the general principle of construet-
ing a broad-gange railway from Kalgoor-
lie to Fremantle in time to link up with
the Federal railway. To my wmind, the
question of rounte is one of very greal im-
portance. 1 am not prepared to speak
with regard to that question, pending a
report from the Clovernment engincers on
the maltter, but it has always appeared to
me that it would be n fatal policy for the
State to attempt to run iwo lines of rail-
way to the Fastern Goldfields. I think
we cannot make any seeret of the fact
that for the past 16 or 17 years our rail-
way between Fremantle and Kalgzoorlie
has been by far the best paying railway
proposition we have had; bat it is ex-
tremely probable that had that railway
not paid so well we should long ago bave
made the discovery that many other por-
tions of our railway system were not
profitable, Tt seems to me that if, in
connection with the eonstruction of our
section of the Transconfinental railway,
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we deeide to bnild a seeond line. wlich
will compete with the traffie of the exist-
ing line between Fremantle and Kalgoor-
lie, we shall inevitably destroy (hem beth
as profit earners. Both would be run at
a loss, and we would immediately make an
alarming number of discoveries in regard
to the losses made on other portions of
our railway system, with the inevitable
resnlt of all-round inereases of freighl,
That is all I propose to =ay at
the present 1ime with regard to the
general question of the route, though to
my mind it would be far more satisfactory
if the whole matter had been delayed un-
til the Government were able to lay before
us the concrete proposal in regard to this
work as a whole. They could, of course,
indicate what section it was propored to
proceed with first, and how it was pro-
posed to do it, but I think it would be
betler in the interests of the country that
the general prineiple and the question of
voute should have been thrashed ont. 1
am well aware that an Act of Parliament,
passed in 1903 committed the State
to build the Western section of the
railway  on  the 4ft. 8l4in.  paunge
in time to link up with the Ferderal
section from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie.
That Act eontained a proviso that, if the
Federal Government had not commencedl
the work within five years of that date,
the mensure lapsed, so that so far as onr
statute-book is eoncerned—and I know no-
thing of any promises that may have been
made by any Premiers—we are under no
obligation to the Federal Parliament in
this respect: and in any event the sole
obligation we are under is the obligalion
to build our portion of the line in {ime
to link up with that portion to be built
by the Tederal Government. I do not
think any member is in a position to
aftempt to give an aceurate iden as to
low long it will be hefore the Federal
Government build their work. Personally.
T would hesitate to say that the work will
be finished in thyee, fowr, or five vears,
and T think we would have a very oreat
deal to gain and very little to lose by
waiting nnti! we saw what progress was
heing made with their portion of the work
before committing onrselvas tn this under-
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taking. I offer this view partientarly on
aceount of the need we shall be in for
money, by reason of the fact that the pre-
sent price of money is far higher than it
has been for many years past, There
should be good reason to hope that in the
next two or three years it may probably
be decreased; at any rate it will be
1 gloomy outlook for us if it is to go
on inereasing; but at present, when money
is dearer than it has been for some time,
and when we need more money than ever
hefore, I think it is incumbeni on the
Government and inenmbent on the Honse
to wateh very eavefully any proposal for
the expenditure of a large sum of money
like this. I should be sorry to weary the
Honse with repeated references to the
vital need there is for providing additional
facilities for settlers in all portions of
this conuntry. During last week I, in com-
pany with other members of Parlimnent,
had the privilege of traversing some lun-
dreds of miles of the finest agrieultural
land in Western Australia, and T say it
is absolutely appalling to think of the
enormous number of pepole who are set-
tled out in these distriets without any
immediate hope of assistance in the mat-
ter of railway construetion. I do not
blame this Government in regard to the
maiter at all. The case I am referring to
now is a case that should have heen at-
tended to even before the present Govern-
ment eame into office; but I say that if
members of the House were to travel
about the country as we did during the
last two or three days, they would he
aghast to see the number of men with
wives and families round them who are
s0 situated that it is impossible for them
to live, I will not say in decent comfort,
but without undergoing day after day
the eruellest hardships. I am not speak-
ing of little isolated knots of settlers; I
am speaking of families by the hundreds;
and in view of that ecircumstance, T do
not think it ean be too often vepeated
in the House that we should look at every
pound we spend that is not going to give
additional facilities to the setilers through-
ont this eonntry.

Hon. J. Cornell: Yau are not opposed
to the railway?

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: No, but I
say that, if pledged at all, we ave only
pledged to complete our seetion in time
to link up with the Federal Government’s
section, whiech may be three or four years
ahead. In the meantime very wuch might
be done to meet the requirements of those
settlers, many of whom eannot waitl three
or four years. TUnless someihing be done
quickly for those people we will have a
big exodus of agrieultural settlers, and
Western Ausiralia will get out of it the
worst advertisement any country has ever
had. What is South Australin going to
do in respect to these varying gauges?
Does South Awstralia propose to build a
dft. 81%in. line to link up with the Trans-
Australian railway? What is it proposed
that Sonth Australia will do? Nothing
at all.  ‘There will still be breaks of gauge
at Port Auwgusta and Terowie. Why,
then, should Western Australia, the
State that has the least of all (o
gain, why shonld we bhe the only State
called upon to make this great sacrifice?
WWe shall have to find, not only the three-
quarters of a million involved in the Bill,
but nearly three millions for the eomple-
tion of the whole work. If the Bill is
passed we shall lave to find this money,
just at a time when money is dearest and
when all our resonrees should be strained,
almost to breaking point, in order to meet
the requirements of the people settling in
different parts of the country. I would
like to make a passing comment in regard
to the lnck of information furnished, not
only here, but in another place, in regard
to this proposal. Tt is. as T have said,
probably one of the most far-reaching
matters placed before Parliament since
it was decided to earry ouf the great Cool-
gardie water scheme; yet we know prac-
tieally nothing at ail about it. The line
is first to be built as a narrow-gange line
for 180 miles, and then it is to be al-
tered later on to a broad-gauge line. The
work of alteration is going to cost some-
thing. Tt should be within the know-
ledge of the Government what it is going
to cosi, and 1f it is within their knowledge
then that infermation should be farnished
to the House.



[3 SepTeMBER, 1912.]

Hon. M. L. Moss: Why not have a
select committee?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I think
these matters ought to be furnished
freely and voluntarily. We should not
be asked to pass such works withont
every informaiion that ean be afforded to
us. If the Government consider that be-
enuse of fheir enormons wajority in
anolber place they may submit to
us just as little information as they
like, notwithstanding which the Bill
is bound to go t(hrough, then it
will be for this branch of the Legislature
to 'show the Government and the eountry
that something more than this is required.
It has been said that the cost invelved
by building this line first on a narrow
zauge and subsequently altering it to a
broad gauge will be less than it would
be to build sidings along the present line
in order to permit of the earriage of
materials and supplies needed by the
Federal Government for their seetion of
the railway. TIf the Government have
that information, if they know it is going
io cost less to do this work in this man-
ner. why not let us have the fizures?
Surely members of the House are enlitled
to know things of this kind in regard to a
great public work on which ultimately
three millions will have to be spent? Ap-
parently this work is to be done now
solely fo oblize the Federal Government.
Obvionsly we are asked to go into this
three or four vears ahead of real neces-
sity. Tt is heing done at a most ineon-
venient period solely to obligze the Fed-
eral Government. What, I might ask,
has the TFederal Government done to
oblige this State, or any other State for
the matter of that? When they took
over our transferred properties after a
considerable delay they had lent us money
at 334 per cent., and then they said, “For
the money we owe vou for these proper-
ties we will ray you three per cent.” In
the ease of Western Austrabia it hap-
pened, curiously enongh, that we owed
them almost as much as they owed uns.
In any ordinary commercial enterprise
that would have meant a squaring of the
ledger, or at least an equalising of the
interest on each side. But not so with
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the Federal Government; they charged
us 3%, per cent. while, on the other hand,
ithey patd us three per cent, and they
said, “In addition we will put aside one-
half per cent. as sinking fund.” KEven
then they were paying us 314 per cent,
while we paid them 334 per cent., and
at the end of a certain period their one-
half per cent. sinking fund would have
lignidated their debt to us, while our debt
to themn would stand the same as at the
start. It seems to me that our old friend
Shylock was a generons-hearted man as
compared with the Federal Treasurer.
Shyleck demanded his pound of flesh be-
cause he eould not get his money, hut the
Federnl Trensurer demands Lis pound of
flesh and the money also: he has taken
the properties and charged ns 33y per
cenf.

Hon. B. C. O’'Brien: You forget that
Sir John Forrest was Federal Treasurer
during the greater portion of that period.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I do not
eare who was Federal Treasurer at some
previous time; the loan fo this State was
made by the present Federal Treasurer,
and the taking over of the transferred
propertiez and the fixing of three per
cent. as the rate of interest to be paid te
the State was made by the present Fed.
eral Treasurer. I know that Sir John
Forrest, or rather the Liberal party,
were in power at a time when they might
have taken over these transferred proper-
ties, but did net. In any case that has
nothing te do with the question. I say
we are asked to do this work for the
convenience of the Federal Government
who have treated us so barshly and sn
unjustly, This brings me to another
point, The State Government have made
a contraet with the Federal Government
for the supplving of sleepers for the
Trans-Anstralian  railway. Does thai
contraet, inelwling the eharge that iz to
he made as freight upon the sieepers. does
that contract provide a sufficient profit for
the Stafe to justify us in undertaking this
work? Will the profit on earrving these
sleepers over the railway to Kalgnorlie
so far exceed the profit that we should
aain in respect to ordinary traffie as to
justify us in agreeing to this work?
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Hon. M. L. Moss: We have no xight
to ask these questions at all, you know.

Hon. H P. COLEBATCH: 1 am
merely suggesting a few questions which
T would like to see answered. There is
another point. We have heen told that
in order to expedite this work the Gov-
crnment were enabled to countermand an
order given for 260 miles of G0-lb. rails
and substitute an order for 80-lh. rails,
I understand that a considerably en-
haneed price had to be paid for those

rails. No doubt we will be told
that it was justifiedl. That is not
my poinl. My point is that these

260 miles of 60-lb. rails were not ordered
merely to lie in stoek. They had been
ordered for some speecific work, and I
maintain that we are entitled lo know
what that work was, to know what work
is going to he hung up on account of this
new line. Weg know the G0-lb. rails are
not generally wsed for agricultaral lines.
It iz the intention to use this weight of
rail for the Wickepin-Aerredin line and,
of course, it would be folly to hang up
that partienlar seetion, beeause it is over
that seection thaf these sleepers will be
carried. Therefore it is not that line
which is to be hung up. TIs it the re-
laying of the Great Southern line? Be-
eanse if so lef us know, in order that the
people of that distriet mayv hecome aware
that this work, for which they have heen
wailing so long, is going to be hung up.
T do not know whether it was the inten-
tion of the Government to construet the
Wongan Hills-Mullewa line as a through
line with 60-lb. rails. Whatever lines it
may be that these 60-lb. rails were or-
dered for, and which are now to be hang
up for a considerable period—for there
snst be some considerable saving in time
effected by substitating the order for 80-
Ih. rails as against the 60-l1b. rails—I
would like to know what work those 60-
1b. rails were for. and how long it will be
lwng up. T should also like some infor-
mation as to the effeet the putting in
hand of ihis work is going to have on
our railway construetinn policy generally.
We have been told that the work is to
be done by the Working Railways. Tf
this means thal the arrangement will

[COUNCIL.]

leave the Works Department free to push
on with agrieultural and otber railways,
then the position will be satisfactory;
but if we are to be told that the
Government will not let contracts,
but insist npen deing evervthing hy
day labour, are not preparved to
inerease plant and equipment, and vet can
build only at the vate of 200 miles of 1ail-
way per annum—if we ave to be told all
that, and on top of it that this raflway
from Merredin fo Coolgardie is to take
precedence, 1 think the country should
know it. People who are right down to
bedvock, who know they cannet za any
further | without railways, shonld know
that this work of duplicating is goine to
be put in hand, and that in consequence
they must wait,

Hon. B. . O'Brien: Would yon not
give precedence to it?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: No; nor
would any man wheo knows the eonditions
of the people at present trying to develop
the country, who knows the promises
and representations under which they
went on the land, who knows how nobly
they are folilling their part of the har-
gain; no man who understands these
things would give preference to the dup-
lication as against supplying the settlers
with what they cannot do without. T
have noe doubt that other hon, members
will raise many points in connection with
the Bill. I did not start onut with any
intention of making a speeech on the
matter; all T want is information, and
without expressing any more definite in-
timation I will say that on the nature of
the information furnished will depend
the question of whether or not I shall
vote in favour of the second reading of
the Bill.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-
East): As in the ease of the previous
speaker, T would certainly like a great
deal more information on this malter
hefore T commil myself to vote for the
second reading, As Mr. Colebateh has
pointed out. this s only a very small por-
tion of a very biz work. This expendi-
ture. we are told, runs into £680,000, say
three-guarters of a millien, but it in-
volves on Mr. Colebatch’s estimate some
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three millions of money. It certainly in-
volves 214 to 214 millions of money for
the completion of this work. What ave the
reasons given why this House would
be justified in assenting to this line? One
is to give efleet to an undertaking given
to the Federal Government. T will show
presently what this undertaking amounts
to. and inquire whether we are justified
or bound to complete the line on that
undertaking. The next argument put
forth by the Colonial Secretary was (o
facilitate the traffic on the Transeonti-
nemfal railway and also more partieu-
lavly the earvying of material for that
railway. The question we have to con-
sider, even if those two are answered in
the affirmative, is whether it is necessary
to proceed with the work for a year ov
two. Regarding our obligation to the Fed-
eral Government to construet the line, I
have a copy of the Act referred to by Mr.
Colehatch, passed in 1903 by the then
Government, giving power to the Federal
Governipent to construct this railway.
Section 4 of that Act states—

Not later than the time when the
Commonwealth Parltament commences
the eonstruelion of the first-menlioned
railway, the State’ of Western Austra-
la will eommence the construction of
a railway from EKalgoorlie to Fre-
mantie, on the same conditions as to
gange and rails as those laid down by
the Commonwealth Parliament in con-
neetion with the work undertaken by it,
and shall complete the same by the
time the Commonwealth has completed
the railway aforesaid.

There is a further
BAYS—

This Aert and the authority lereby
civen to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment shall eease and be void unless the
said Pnrliament shall have agreed to
and shall have commenced the actual
eonstrnetion of the said railways with-
in five years from the passing of ihis
Aet,

This measure was passed in 1903, so that
that contract became void in 190S. That
was a definite arrangement eantered into
wilh the Federal Government, and they
have not given effect to their part of the

provision, which
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contraet. Therefore we are under no
legnl obligation to construet the line. The
only reason the Colonial Secretary has
given for the econstruection of this line
is that we were bound to it by former
Governmenis, and in answer {o an iater-
jeetion whieh I made, the Minister said
that obligation was contained - in the
Governor’s Speech some two vears ago.
I have turned up the Governov's Speech
of 1910, and this is the reference con-
tained in it—

Feeling that the delay in beginning
the cobstruction of the Trans-Austra-
lian railway is fraught, not only with
grave injury to the interests of West-
ern Australia, but is also a menace to
the safety of Lhe Commonwealth as a
whole, my advisers are of opinion, that
rather than inenr a further indefinite
postponement, the project should be
undertaken by the two States through
whose lerritory the line will pass.

The veference then goes on to mention
ihe water te be found on the track. That
is not an undeviaking, as the Colonial
Secretary stated, through the medinm of
the Governor's Speech on that occasion,
that we should build this railway,

The Colonial Seeretary:
close to it.

Fon. J. D. CONNQLLY: At thesame
time it is a very long way from it. I say
this 18 an entirely different proposition,
and one that T would hardly second. To
my miand, the eaclier one is an entively dif-
ferent proposition, and a better proposi-
tion for the State. If South Australia
had been willing, onr Government werz
to construct the line from Kalgoorlie to
the South Australian border. We then
would have had the freight and every-
thing else on that line, and, what is bet-
ter, we would have retained the control
of the whole of our railways within the
State instead of allowing the Commeon-

It is pretty

.wealth to construct a portion of the line

within the State, 2 matter whieh may give
rise to a lot of complications in future.
That was the proposition for the State
to construet the railway. It would prob-
ably have vost very little more to build
the railway from Kalgoorlie to the South
Aunstralian border at the™ time than this
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work will cost now; but we would have
had the entire traltic, and it would not
have been n work which would compete
with the traflic on one of our existing
lines. It was an entirely different pro-
position and an infinitely better one from
the Western Australian point of view.
If there is an understanding that we are
to build this railway, I am not one {o
advocate going baeck on my undecstand-
ing. 1t must not be supposed that I am
opposed to this line in all cirenmstances
but only in certain ecircumstances, and
it is only under the present circumstances
that T oppose it. I do not think
the leader of the House should ecome
down wiih the meagre informaiion he
Tias given on this important work. He
practically says:—“I have no need te
give the House information. We ave
committed to it by a former Govern-
ment.”” T want to make the position clear.
The Government were not unconditionally
committed to it by a former Administra-
tion beyond the understanding which I
have mentioned, and it is the duty of the
Colonial Secretary to give the House the
information which Ay, Colebatech men-
tioned. l.ef me repeat. as that member
stated. that this is the biggest undertak-
ing probably, excepting the Geldfields
water scheme, which has ever been pre-
sented to this House, and probably it
will ¢ost as muech to-day as the Goldfields
water scheme was expected to cosl when
that measure was introduced. The cost
of that scheme now exceeds three mil-
lions of money.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Three millions
was the amonnt of the first loan.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Then this
one is almost on a par, ]

The Colomal Secretary: Give us an
idea of what information von want,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Appar-
ently it is no wuse my trying io
do that, beeanse JMlr.
asked as plainly as ean be asked, and
that is the information T want. I will
uot attempt to repeat it, because I do not
think I ean put it in any plainer language.
Notwithstanding that this is the largest
work, or one of the largest works ever
proposed in the Parliament of Western

Colebateh  has
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Australia, the information given by the
Minister is the least that has been given
about any proposed railway. Bills for
agrienltural railways not ten per cent. of
the length of this ope have been intrvo-
duced, and as much information has been
given with regard te them as in the case
of this Bill. Agrain, T wish to ask, what
is the hurry about this work? We are
beginning at the tail end. We are asked
to pass the tail end of this line, and we
are not told what the main principle con-
sists of. Let the Federal Government
make a hona fide start at least with their
work before we rush in for an expendi-
ture of 2% millions on the little informa-
tion we have before us. We ought to
know what land the Federal Government
will demand from this State. They have
been pretty exorbitant in their demands
in the past. We have seen their attitude
towards South Australia. We de not
know what their demands will be, and
we are rushing in, before we have our
part of the contract fixed with them at
all, to build this railway. Apart from
an understanding, if any exists, I would
like to ask, what do we gain by the ex-
penditure of this 21y millions of money?
We will convenience a few people who
will travel overland from Fremantle to
Adelaide, and only a few people. The
number who will travel over the line will
he very few indeed, and the principal
husiness of the railway will be the car-
riage of mails, As has been pointed out,
we are rushing in to make this break of
gauge, and vet the same inconvenience
exists in other States. Passengers will
have to change trains at Port Augusta.
They will have to change trains again at
Terowie, and again at Albury on the bor-
der of Victoria and New South Wales:
and at Wallangarea, on the border of New
Souih Wales and Queensland, there is
another hreak of pauge. As long as I
can remember Wallangarra probably for
thirty years one big train and sometimes
two pass through there between Sydney
and Brishane each day and passengers
have to ehange, and there is no thought
of the inconvenience of changing. Five
times as many passengers would travel
across there as would have to make the
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change here. At Albury, 10 or 20 fimes
the number would have to change. Three
big trains a day pass through Albury
each way and that wounld mean six trains
crossing there every day, and I do not
suppose we will have six trains a week
crossing at Kalgoorlie,

Hon, B. C. O'Brien: They would like
to alter that if they could.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: They conld
alter it if they liked. It is only a matter
of money. Big States like New South
Wales and Viectoria do not attempt to
alter it, but we, in a State of 300,000
people almost with a stroke of the pen
propose to spend say three millions of
money or £10 per head of the population.
What are we going to gain by this? We
will lose all onr passenger and all our
mail traffic from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle.

Hon. J. Cornell: No such thing. The
State will eonirol it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : That faet is
not disputed. The State will eontrol it,
but does the hon. member say that we shall
pass an Act to prevent people from tra-
velling by the broad gauge in order to
make them travel by the narrow gange?
Otherwise I do not know how the Siate
will control it. People would undoubtedly
travel by the broad gange. We are pro-
posing to bnild a line side by side with
the existing line, and one that will com-
pete with the existing line and take its
goods and passenger and mail traffic. The
existing line will earry goods and no more.
Is that a husiness proposition? Tet me
remind hon. members that Kalgoorlie is
just a convenient distance from Perth;
the journey by train is one which can be
undertaken during the night. We leave
Perth at 5 o’clock in the evening and
arrive at Kalgoorlie at breakfast time
next morning, and that would be a very
convenient time indeed for changing. If
we had to change at midnight there would
be some justification for complaint. There
is no argument there at all. T have tra-
velled from Sydney to Melbourne and
have had to turn out at 6 o'clock in the
morning to change at Albury, and it is
not a very pleasant experience on a winter
morning; yet there is no talk there of

altering the gauge.
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Hon. B. C. O'Brien: They have been
diseussing it for years.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Now let ns
take the second argument; that of facili-
tating the traffic, and more particnlarly as
the Colonial Secretary said to carry the
material for the construction of this rail-
way. This is an empty argnment, and
I say without fear of contradiction that
the goods traffic for the building of the
Transeontinental railway ean be ecarried
without the building of this line. First
of all let me say that we are asked to
pass this tail end of the work without
any information being given to us ahout
the main body of the work, and the pro-
posal is to eonstruct the railway in the
least busy portion of the ronte. Merredin
is the eastern limit of the agricultural
land, and therefore there is no returm
traffic at all, at any rate from Merredin
to Coolgardie. We have also been told
by the Colonial Secretary that if we do
not duplieate this line it will be necessavy
to put in sidings which will eost as much
as the duplication, but we have not been
told how many sidings wonld be required.
That is information whieh should have
been given to the House.

The Colonial Seerefary: Ten.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : T would like
to koow what the cost of each siding
would be, but probably the Colonial Secre-
tary has not that information just new.
I have had some experience in connertion
with the construetion of sidings, and I
paid the Railway Department £250 or
£300 for a loop, and on another oceasion
the Railway Department constructed half
a mile of railway for me and I paid them
£1.000 for it. There were points at each
end and they were the costly part. T£,
therefore. we ean reckon each siding to
cost £1,000 we shall he estimating on the
liberal side. This will he a very small
portion of the qnarter of a million which
this part of the work is estimated {o ecost.
In looking at the time table I find that
there are no fewer than 34 stations be-
tween Merredin and Coolgardie, including
very big station vards such as Southern
Cross and others like that. That is an
average of 514 miles. Why then do we
want ten more sidings in order to bring
up to the total to 442
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The Coloninl Secretary: These are for
ordinary traffie. We would reguire the
others for the separate traffic.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : Toes the hon.
member seriously say that a siding is
wanted at intervals of 41% miles, which
would be the case if ten more were con-
siructed. Is it vot possible to ecarry the
traffic on those existing at the present
time?

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Before the Cuol-
gardie water scheme was started these
sidings carried the then traffic together
with the water traffie.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: I am glad
that Mr, Kingsmill has reminded me of
that. 1 have a lively recolleetion of living
in Kalgoorlie before the water supply
reached there, and when the traffic was
three times greater than it is to-day and
then the waler traffic was a very consider-
able item. The traffic in those days was
so much greater than it is to-day, for the
reason that Laverton, Mount Maleolm,
Tleonora, and other northern Goldfields
were busy places in those days, and a
nnmber of these 34 sidings to which
I have vreferred were put in to
cope with the heavy traffie that
existed then. There is no justification
for buoilding the line in order that
the traffic may pass uninterruptedly over
this section of the line. I have ascertained
that the length of the line from Kalgoor-
lie to Port Augusta is 1,060 miles, and
the length from Kalgoorlie to the South
Australian border is 460 miles, .\ssum-
ibg vou are going to carry sleepers and
rails for the 460 miles from Kalgoorlie
to the border, il works out this waxy: that
for the bnilding of these 183 miles now
proposed the sleepers and rails will
amount to 60,000 tons, while the sleepers
and rails for the 460 miles will amount to
150.000 tons. You are adding 40 per cent.
to the volume of iraffic by the material
that will have to be carried over this line
now hefore {he House, or, if you take
it further and go 100 miles into the South
Australian territory, then yon are adding
at least 33} per cent, to the present trafiic.
So that 300 miles of hroad zauge would
take 180.000 tons, while the 183 miles will
take G00MN tons, I do not think that
the argument will stand at all that it
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is necessary to build the line to carry the
material for the Trans-Australian rail-
way. I have shown that theve are sid-
ings enough to deal wiih it. and we are
adding 4 per cenl. to the mumount of
material 1o he carried by the building »f
this line aloue,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What is the mat-
ter with landing the stuff at Enela?

Hon, J. D, CORNOLLY: I am ouly
jusi dealing with it as the position pre-
sents itself at the present time. It will
he =aid later that a congestion might veemr
between Perth and Merredin or Northam
and Merredin. But it might be pointed
oul that Lhe line is duplieated pracii-
cally hetween Perth and Spencer’s 1irook
now. Mon. members will see the ridi-
culous pesition we are plaeced in hy heing
asked to diseuss this matter without hav-
ing the whole scheme before us. let us
gsuppose that will be the argument put
forward. We have at Northam goods
traffic which can be deviated around by
Goomalling to Merredin, then there is
the Wickepin-Merredin railway, the York-
Quairading railway, and also the Brook-
ton-Kunjin-Merredin railwany when com-
pleted.

Hon. H. P. (olebaich: When?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not i
a position to answer that. If these rail-
ways ean be built at once we will have
thiee different wayvs of getting the sleep-

ers and raills up from Northam to
Merredin. True, it will take a little

longer, but what does that matter in the
ease of goods traftic? The argument that
was used by lbe Colonial Seeretary that
this railway is necessaryv to earry the
material for the Transcontinental rnilway
will not hold water. The greater number
of sleepers which will be required will
come from the South-West, and they can
be catried alongz the Wickepin-Merredin
line. and if the rails are landed at Bun-
bury they also can be taken along that
way, while, if they are landed at Albany,
they can he railed to Narrogin and then
over the Wickepin-Merredin line and
there will be no congestion between Perth
and Merredin. That will practieally dis-
pose of the argument advanced by the
Colonial Seeretary that it is neeessary in
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order {o carry the rails and sleepers that
1his line should be built. Let me now come
lo the last argument as to whether it is
necessary to build the line at once. 1 say
it iz not necessary; there is no neces-
sity on aeceount of the understanding
to build it at once, for the reason thai 1
have shown that it is not required for
the traffie. It will be at least five vears
before the railway is built and it will be
{ime enough to build owr broad gauge
when they have their line practically com-
pleted to Kalgoorlie, and then we shall be
able to see how the thing works, We are
at present passing (hrongh a period of
financial stress. 1 sappose fhat money
lias never been deaver than it is at present
in  Australia. ~ Therefore, the econ-
struetion of the line shonld be delayed
at least for a year or twe. This work will
not have the earning eapacity for ihe
payment of interest on a loan of 2% mil-
lions, TheState should only horrow under
vood eondtions, and when it has something
1o offer. and when its borrowing powers
have not exceeded those of the sister
States. In one fell swoop we are going
to add £8 or £10 per bead to the loan
indebtedness of the State. This is a very
big amount, and I think we shonld pause
hefore we leap into a matter of this kind.
We have great neeessity, as Mr. Cole-
bateh lias said, for the building of many
agricultural railway lines, and we must
have in hand at the present time at least
200 or 600 miles of agriealtural railway
linex which were passed by Parliament.
some two years ago, others 12 months
ago. that a start has not been made with so
far. We have been told by the Minister
for Warks in a recent speech that he can
only build these railways at the rate of
200 miles a year; then what is the good
of passing this railway Bill. for if we
pass it we shall not get the line built
for ar least two o three vears to come.
Tt took the Federal Government, in spite
of the honourable understanding. eleven
vears hefore passing the Transcontinental
railway, and there is no need for us to
build this line if only for the reason that
ronev is very dear. There is some im-
portant informabion which we ought to
have hefore committing ourselves to this
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line, and may I rewind hon. members
again that we are committing ourselves
to the whole scheme of the line from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie if we pass this
Bill. First of all, is the line coming from
Fremantle through Perth. or are we go-
ing to have, as there is some suggestion,
the line coming to Perth and brauching
off te Cockburn Sound, in which case it
will be a line for mails and military
purposes only? We have a right to
know what route the line is to take when
it leaves Fremantle and until it veaches
Merredin.  There is no need to hurry
with this Bill. 1t is not going to be a re-
productive work; all the traffie which
will go on this line can be earried on the
preseul  railway.  We know that the
Government are committed to hundreds
of miles of ugricultural railways, and we
know that (here are hundreds of light
agricultural and mining railways required
all gver the State. Tn addition, the Gov-
ernment are committed to State sawmills,
whirh will cost several hundred thousand
pounds. There are State steamers and
State brickworks. and we see with regret
that the deficit is growing month after
month. 1 think when the revenne is fall-
ing in the Siaie and the deficit is mouni-
ing up month after month, we should
panse before we hurriedly pass this line.
especially when we have no guarvantee
that it will produce either the interest or
sufficient for the sinking fund. It is
a line which we should not pass at the
present juncture. Put it back for a year,
no possible harm can be done by not build-
ing it at once. and. consequently, if the
House is nol disposed to do that T should
counsel them te have fuller information
placed hefore them and accept the sng-
westion which has been thrown out to
have a select committee and get the ful-
lest information possible on the subject,
In vears to come I think the Hounse will
regret having passed this Bill. if they do
pass it on the meagre information sub-
mitted. 1 do not intend te vote for the
second reading until better reasons and
nuech more information is given to mem-
bers than has been laid before the House
by the representative of the Government;
and nothing but good will be done hy
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delaying the construction of the line for
a few years,

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
I bave vo intention, although the infor-
mation referred to by the last speaker is
supplied, of voting for the measure. The
amount of money it will take at least will
be two million pounds, which probably
would represent 1,000 miles of agriculiural
railwayvs, and when we think what 1,000
miles of agricultural lines would do for
this country we should pause bhefore
passing this Bill. It is not the section of
the railway which is now under review
bul if we pass this Bill it means the
whole railway. To begin with, as has
been stated. it will disorganise the labour
market, as there is only a limited labour
market available, and a big work sueh as
this wonld take precedence of all other
work, Therefore, it would take all the
available lahour, while the construction of
many other lines would stand still. The
constraction of this railway wounld dis-
organise the monev market, for the time
15 not opportune for floating a loan for
this purpose. At the present time money
matiers are disorganised in the old conn-
tvv. and there are rumours of war. Tt is
undesirable in the extreme to enter on
the work. If the line is to he made
eventually let us make it when we are
salisfied that the traflic on the Transcon-
tinental line will justify the expenditure,
for the only inconvenienee that will be
oceasioned at the present time when the
railway arvives at Kalgoorlie is that the
mails and the passengers will have to be
transhipped and that is not so great an
inconvenience. As it has already been
said the line will neither pay interest nor
sinking fund. and probably not working
expenses. It is too pgreat a tax on the
rommunity at this time. We should be
well advised to wait until we see what
traflie theve will he along the line hefore
we are justified in the expenditure of this
amount of money. If the Bill is rein-
troduced five years hence that will he
ample time to deal with it.

Hon. C. A, Piesse: No.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Yes. Tt will be
at least five vears hefore we know what
the fraffic is worth to us, and it will be
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many years before we find that the line
is neeessary. There is no anxiety, with
the number of stations which already
exist, in regard to taking the material to
Kalgoorlie, and if there are 34 stations
or sidings between the two points it is
not a big matter to reconstruct these sta-
tions or sidings, to put in the trains neces-
sary to carry the traffic. I looked up
what was said in 1903 when the Trans-
Australian Railway Bill was under con-
sideration and it is interesting to note
what Mr. Drew’s opinions then were. He
said—

I shall be much surprised if a mea-
sure of this nature and of such import-
ance is allowed to pass through i{his
Chamber with lightning speed, as the
Colonial Secretary coutemplates. If
there is one justification for the per-
Petuation of the Legislative Couneil,
it 1s that the Council exists to check
hasty legislation. I have ecarefully
considered the Bill, and come to the
conelusion, after looking through other
sources of information, that one of its
effects is ta pledge the eredit of this
State to the extent of two millions.
1 ask why should this State undertake
such an obligation? The Trans-Austra-
lian line is purely a federal matter; it
is a matter of federal eonecern, and it
can be eonstrueted by the Federal Gov-
ernment. It was one of the fair pro-
mises made tuv this State previous fo
our entering Federation that this line
shouid be constructed by the Federal
Government. We had a promise from
the South Australian Premier that, if
we entered Federation, he would allow
the line to be constructed through
South Australian territory; but this
promise, like many more I dare say,
remains unfulfilled, and T think this
Bill has been hrought forward by the
leaders of the Federal Government, or
probably it has bheen aceepted by the
leaders of the federal movement, in
order to ecover up the hase nerjuries
nerpetraled during the federal debate,
Tt is Clause 4 which I object to. T
consider that elanse is foolish and ill-
advised. Why shonld the Government
of this State at the present pertod
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make any guarantee in this direction?
Another thing is that the Colonial
Treasurer has not informed us how he
is going to finance this scheme. Where
is he poing to get the money? I think
it is the duty of the Government, the
duty of the leader of this House, to
give information on a matter of this
kind Dbefore introducing legislation
which involves the country in such a
heavy liability. It has been stated that
this railway is needed for the defence
of the Commonwealth. That is a na-
tional matter, and if it is needed for
the defence of the Commonwealth, the
Commonwenith Parliament shonld con-
struet the line from end to end. There
are many oiher necessary works which
should be underiaken by the Govern-
wment of this State before they shoulder
such a heavy burden as the construe-
tion of a broad-gange railway from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. There are,
for instance, the Port Hedland to Mar-
ble Bar railway, the Mount Magnet to
Lawlers railway, the Leonora exten-
ston, the purchase of Lthe Midland con-
cession, the Collie to Pingelly railway,
and the dock at Fremantle. All these
are mafters of far more importance
than the one under review, especially
when we have the right to demand from
the Federal Government the construc-
tion of this line solely at their own
expense. As regards the alteration of
the present gauge, this will be a very
serions matter to the people of the
country., What will it mean? It will
mean that the people of the South and
the people of the North who wish to
send produce to the Kalgoorlie gold-
fields will be severely penalised. The
stuff will have to come to Perth or
Midland Junetion, and be put on the
Kalgoorlie train, This means a heavy
charge on the producer, and I think
the people of the eountry districts will
protest against an alteration of the
rauge on those grounds. Tt will en-
tirely disloeate our railway systew, and
I think the Minister’s arguments have
not heen of such a nature as to justify
it. T do not think this Bill. if passed
in its present form. even with a guar-
antee for the construction of the line
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from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, will
affect the position of the Sounth Aus.
tralian Parliament. How ean our
passing this measure and our guaran.
teeing the construetion of a broad-
gange line from Xalgoorlie to Fre-
manile influence them?  That argu-
ment will not weigh with them. They
will eonsider the matter from the poind
of view of their own interests. We are
offering a consideration to the Federal
Government for granting us this Com-
monwealth line; but I maintain thal
this eonsideration was given by the
people of Western Australia when they
agreed to join the Federation, and that
should be quite sufficient for the Fed-
eral Government.
That is about the effect of the homour-
able member’s criticism, and what he said
then is just as Lrue to-day, only, unfor-
tnnately, the money market is tighter.
He anticipated that there would be some
difficulty in raiging two millions of money,
and if there was a difliculty then there is
more difficulty now. There is no justifi-
eation for the House to hurry on the con-
struction of the line, seeing that so many
railway lines have already been prom-
ised, and, ewing to the lack of money,
labour and material they are hung up.
All the inconvenience at Kalgoorlie wilt
eonsist of passengers having to franship,
I like the idea of a thvough line but I
do not think it is justified just now. Teo
eonstruct this railway at the cost of two
and a hal? millions, so that passengers
and mails may be expedited, is not a
sufficient reason for wundertaking (le
work, therefore I shall vote against the
Bill. T shall be glad to hear what the
leader of the House and others have to
say in support of the measure and, al-
though T snpported the proposal in ihe
past, and thought it a good thing; seeing
that we are under no legal obligation 1
do not think we are justified at the pre-
sent time in comstrueting the line. T
would fike to see the railway built right
throngh when the traffic warrants it and
when the money market and the labour
market are more favourable. and the line
can he constructed with undue expense
to the people of the State.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEXN (South-East): 1
ean nnderstand the altitude of Mr. Cole-
batch. and 1 ilhink he has advanced a
greal deal of wvaluable criticism, but 1
cannot understand the attitude of the

last two speakers. If their speeches
meant anvthing they meant that this

State can go back to the position of 10
or 12 vears ago and disregard the ob-
ligations that were solemnly entered into
hy Act of Parliament.
Hon. J. D. Connolly
was for only five years.
Hon. J, ¥, CULLEX: [ will come to
that point in a minute. Betove passing
away from Mr. Colebateh’s speech, | ven-
ture tn hope thal the leader of the House
will give as fully as be ean the informa-
tion which the hon. metber veferred to.
I certainly think the House and the
country are entitled te that information.

Bul the Aecl

It is an unfortunate thing that measures.

of this kind ean be passed so rapidly
through their earlier stages, and brought
to this House witb so little effective chal-
lenge. TL would be very much betler if
sueh a measure were to be thoroughly
threshed ont, and, if need be, referred
to a select committee and completely ven-
tilated; but this Honse is at a disadvan-
tage when a Bill of this kind, which
should be threshed out before reaching
here, comes before us unthreshed, unven-
tilated, and practically undebated. For
that reason. I hope the Minister will give
us a good deal more information than
he has yet given in this debate. With re-
zard to the attilude of Alr. Counolly and
Mr. Sommers, it i true that the Mot
passed in I3 was limited by a five-
vears' condilion.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: The obligation is
there all the same.
Hon. J. F. CULLEX: The Aet

pledged this State to boild the line sim-
ultaneously with the action of the Fed-
eral Govermnent in completing the Trans-
continenlal line, provided that work was
done in five years, [t is impossible to
blame the INederal Administration—which
is mow al its earliest opportunity eavry-
ing out the Transenntinental line—for
ibe failure of a previous Adminis-
tration to fulfil the conditions laid
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down by the Parliament of Wesiern
Australia. How idle it would be for this
Parliament to take up any such attitude
—that beecause the .Administration now in
office in the (Commonwealth did not be-
gin this work betore it became an Ad-
ministration, therefore this Parliament
will ery off the honourable woderstanding
which certainly exisied becaunse of a de-
finite Act of Parliament passed in 1903.
Surely no members of this House would
adopt such an attitude; vet, if Lon. mem-
bers are not prepared to take that posi-
tHion what is the use of arguing now as
if (he whole guestion was open before the
House? In 1903 the Parliament of West-
ern Australia eonditionally pledged itself
to build a line on the 4ft. 8l%in. gauge
from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. The
term which was made a condition expired,
but the whole attitude of the Parliament
of Western Australia ever since has been
in harmony with that Acet. The Common-
wealth Parliament and Government wonld
be perfeetly justified in assuming that
this Parliament econsidered ilself bound
by that Aet of 1903, and I cannot see
bhow any honourable man ean come to any
other eonclusion. Now, the real question
for the House to-night is—have we suffi-
cient facts to justify us in authorising the
carrying out of part of this work at the
present moment, or would it be wiser for
the Parliament of Western Australia to
defer the work for some time? I am
hoping that the Minister will give a good
deal of the information very properly
asked for by Mr. Colebateh, but T think
it is only fair to admit that the Minister
has already given certain veasons that
will earry considerable weight in my
mind. Tf it is a faet that engineers’ re-
ports and the advice of experts are to the
effect that it would be more economieal
to build this piece of line from Merredin
te Coolzardie now than to defer it, that
faet is a very great consideration. The
Minister has given ns a statement. but
T conld have wished that he had given us
the reports of the expert advisers on.
which Ministers have based their action.
Tt iz on that advice the House must decide
whether it is right to build this line now
or whether the huilding may be deferred
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for some time, The position has not heen
overstated by Mr. Colebatch, A lot of
important works have been authorised by
Parliament, and the people in whose in-
terests they have been aunthorised were
led to expect that they would be eompleted
in a short time. All their financial calen-
lations are based on that assuranee, and
there comes a point in the seitler’s ex-
istence when the fulfilment of those pro-
mises means life or death to his finaneial
position.  Without a doubt there are
many settlers scattered over the ecounivy
waiting  for railway eommunieation,
whose very existence depends on their

expectations being realised. All their
financial obligations are conditioned
upon it, and if a year goes by bhe-

yond the term they have ealculated, it
perhaps means ruin to them. Now, that
is a very serious position. Any Admini-
stration, as well as the present one, would
say, “We can do a certain amount pro-
fitably and economieally each year: if we
go beyond that it means an undne ex-
penditure for the results to be obtained,
and it is not wise Lo do it.” I want to
advige that all the bases on which such
arrangements have been made should be
very carefully looked into. Why should
any Administration say, “We ean build
so much per annum, and we are not going
to make arrangements for railway con-
struction beyond our plant.” With the
information the House already has my
advice would be to pass this Bill, but to
throw to the winds those old limits with
regard to railway building. T would say
to the Labour Ministry, “T am not going
to make war on your poliey of day labour,
hut ean you ot ride any poliey to death?
When vou say yon have a certain organi-
sation for vailway building, and you do
not eare to go beyond that, why should
you not submit other railway propositions
to free competition in the market of the
country.” Before this Government came
into office there were in the State a num-
ber of railway contractors doing good ser-
viee. Naturally they first worked for
their own profit. Would noi any contrac-
{or e a fool if he did not put that con-
sideration first? But in working fov their
own profit they served the country admir-

1419

ably., Xven admitting that the Govern-
ment fully believe, and have, of eomrse,
their reasons for believing, in their own
policy of day labour construction, is it not
open to them to consider that they might
go further, and without violence to that
pelicy say, “Here is tbhe position. The
seitlers are waiting for railways. The
country’s Parliament has voted those pail-
ways. What we cannot undertake now
we will submit to open contract in the
markets of the State and build these
other lines by contract. The contractors
will find the labour and the plant, and
the Government will not be doing any
violence to their own principle of day
labour construetion because they will be
carrying it out to the utmost of their
ability.” T feel inclined to vote for this
Bill, but I would nrge the Government to
eet beyond their self-made limits, and let
to open contract all those railwayvs which
they are not at the moment prepared to
carry out departmentally,

On motion by Hon. M. L. Moss debate
adjourned. ’

House arIjou.med at 6.13 p.m.




